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This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/107,790, filed 
November 10, 1998. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to the field of electronic mail messaging and in particular to a web 
based email control center for managing emails from multiple senders to different email 
addresses utilized by a particular user. 

UlO Description of the Related Art 

'JS Today, a user accessing web sites over the World Wide Web graphical user interface 

portion of the Internet may do so via one or more "portals" or "aggregators". With reference to 
Fig. 1, an individual can access various web sites over the Internet 100 using a web browser 
k software application 101 such as Netscape Navigator available from American Online (AOL), or 
;:;:15 Internet Explorer available from Microsoft Corporation. The web sites provide such diverse 

services as online stock brokerage accounts 102, retail accounts 103, travel services 104, online 
auctions 105, online magazines and newspapers 106, and the like. In one instance, the user may 
access various web sites via a particular Internet portal site 1 10, such as America Online (AOL), 
and in another instance, access other web sites via a different portal site 120, such as Yahoo! 
20 Visiting multiple web sites to check news, obtain stock quotes, examine retail orders, or 

book travel plans, can be cumbersome and repetitive. Retrieving information from multiple 
accounts is time consuming. Moreover, many sites require that the user provide personal 
information, such as the name, address, credit card number, and email address of the user. This 
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raises privacy concerns and opens the door for unsolicited emails directed to the user. When 
visiting certain web sites, such as when checking out the competition, a user may be reluctant to 
provide their email address, or provide a fake email address altogether. What is needed is a 
method and apparatus that provides for increased ease and convenience in managing a user's 
Internet communications, in which information from multiple web sites is automatically 
retrieved, while at the same time ensuring the user's privacy and minimizing unsolicited email 
communications with the user. 
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



A method and apparatus for accessing web sites on which the user has an account and 
providing notification of changes at the site. Improved electronic mail management is provided 
allowing all email to be coUected and forwarded from a central site to other email addresses or 
allowing for the user to view the email at the central site. The user may assign individual email 
addresses to any number of uses, for example, an individual email address for use in 
communicating with a particular commercial web site. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 



Fig. 1 illustrates a prior art system for communicating with multiple web sites via a web 
browser software application. 

Fig. 2 illustrates single site notification of changes in status of a user's web site accounts 
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 3 illustrates generation of a unique email address for use in communicating with a 
web site in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 4 further illustrates generation of a unique email address for use in communicating 
with a web site in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 5 illustrates a user's email inbox in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 6 illustrates an email control center and options related thereto in accordance with 
the present invention. 

For ease of reference, reference numerals in the accompanying drawings typically are in 
the form "drawing number" followed by two digits, xx; for example, reference numerals may be 
numbered 3xx. In certain cases, a reference numeral may be introduced on one drawing and the 
same reference numeral may be utilized on other drawings to refer to the same item. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 



Fig. 2 illustrates a web site change notification screen 201 in accordance with the present 
invention. A user receives notification of changes and status of multiple online accounts while 
visiting a web site 200, in this instance, the preview travel web site. The user accesses the web 
site using a browser software application executing on a computing device, such as a personal 
computer, connected to the Internet's world wide web. It should be noted that while the 
described embodiment operates in conjunction with the Internet, the present invention may be 
implemented in an Intranet environment as well. 

The notification screen is provided by a web site change notification software 
application. The notification software may be implemented as part of the web browser 
application, or a stand alone application. Additionally, the application may reside locally, at the 
user's computer, or reside at a central location, e.g., a server, accessible over the Internet. The 
software application underlies a fee-based or firee service that may be provided by an e- 
commerce business, e.g., BuyJupiter in the illustration provided in Fig. 2 

The notification screen 201 provides up to date information for each of the sites listed in 
the screen 201. In one instance, the listed sites are previously selected by the user. The sites are 
listed if a change in status of the user's account at the sites is detected by the change notification 
software. Alternatively, the software may display the status of a selected number of most 
recently visited web sites in which the user conducted a transaction. Thus, screen 201 displays 
the status of the user's Hotmail email account 210, the change in status of a bid on the auction 
site, eBay 211, stock trading activities at the user's online brokerage account 212, etc. 
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The change notification software may be configured so that it periodically displays screen 
201, or displays the screen when the user visits a particular web site, or displays the screen when 
requested by the user. In any case, the change notification software provides seamless 
notification of all the user's transactions in a single, easy to view, pop up window. If the user 
desires further information regarding status of their account at a particular web site, the user may 
specify the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) address in the web browser, or foUow a hyperUnk 
to the site, if provided in the notification screen. 

In another aspect of the invention, the Internet user is provided with significant flexibility 
and privacy in managing electronic mail messages. In one embodiment, the invention generates 
a new, revocable email address whenever needed or requested by the user; the user's primary 
email address is not needed to communicate with a web site. For example, the user may wish to 
remain anonymous when visiting a particular web site, as when checking out a competitor's web 
site that requires registration. An embodiment of the present invention allows the user to specify 
a unique email address for use in communicating with the service provided by the web site. 

Additionally, the embodiment sends all emails to the user at a web based central email 
center and optionally sorts them by sender or other user configured designation. In this manner, 
an embodiment of the present invention enables a user to stop or suspend email from any sender 
at any time or forward the email to another email address, e.g., the user's business or Hotmail 
email address instead of the user's personal email address. 

In another embodiment, the present invention provides notification of receipt of an email 
on the user's computer display screen. 

The above mentioned email features of the present invention are better understood with 
reference to figures 3 and 4. In Fig. 3, the user is visiting the Eddie Bauer web site 300, and is 
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being asked by the web site to providing shipping and biUing information, including the user's 
email address. A pop up window 301 is provided by an embodiment of the present invention to 
supply the necessary shipping and billing information. In particular, the user is able to specify at 
302 the email address with which to correspond with the user. Email is to be sent to the 
5 BuyJupiter email center. 

As seen in Fig. 4, when the user information is supplied to the form at the web site 300 
by the clicking on the fields in the pop up window 301, a unique email address 400 is created by 
concatenating a numeric value 833.543.5426 to the high level domain name @ buyjupiter.com. 
When the user registers at another web site, a different numeric value is provided by the present 
jtjo invention so that each account set up by the user may utilize a unique email address. If the user 
d then receives email from the web site, whether solicited or unsolicited, the user is able to discern 
the sender of the email, as well as control future email correspondence with the web site by 
' discarding the email address. It should be understood that while the email address generated by 
an embodiment of the present invention utilizes a numeric prefix, any alphanumeric character 
%.5 string that conforms with the applicable email communication standard, such as SMTP, may be 
utilized in conjunction with the high level domain name portion of the email address. 

In Fig. 5, the user's inbox at the email center "BuyJupiter" is illustrated. Email is 
identified and sorted according to sender. Thus, an email from the Eddie Bauer web site is easily 
identified at 501. Figure 6 illustrates the email control center 600 as envisaged in accordance 
20 with the present invention. One of the key advantages of the control center is the automatic 
aggregation of information at one site, rather than requiring the user to visit multiple sites to 
view the information. Additionally, although the user is specifying different email addresses for 
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different accounts at different web sites, the user can receive notification at one site from each of 
the sites, providing for convenient, private electronic communication with the multiple accounts. 

By selecting a check box associated with a particular web site, a user may delete the 
email address used by that particular web site to communicate with the user so that the user no 
5 longer receives email messages from the web site. For example, if the user wishes to no longer 
receive email from the Eddie Bauer web site, the user selects the check box 601 with a user input 
device such as a mouse pointer and then presses the delete button 602. Thereafter, Eddie Bauer 
is removed from the user's email control center as a sender of email to the user. 

In another aspect of the present invention, the user may configure an actual email address 
|Uo used by the user to which to forward email received at the email control center via the email 
:j| address generated, for example, at 400. Thus, if a user wished to receive an email from the 
ftJ Eddie Bauer web site at the user's Hotmail email account, the user could forward the email to the 
: user's Hotmail email address 603. The pull down list 604 allows the user to add to or select from 
any one of a number of different email addresses utilized by the user. In this manner, the user 
15 may receive email messages from a web site without having to identify the user's actual email 
address to the web site, thereby ensuring the user's privacy and ability to discard unwanted 
and/or unsolicited emails. 

The email center further provides for the user's ability to configure when and how often 
to receive an email from a given sender. The notify column in the email control center provides 
20 for the user to configure whether to receive an email from a particular sender immediately, 
never, every so often, e.g., once a week, or after a particular number of email messages are 
received from the sender and accumulate in the user's email control center. In the instance case, 
the user has configured the email control center to forward email messages from the Eddie Bauer 
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web site to the user's Hotmail email account upon receipt of five new messages from the web 
site. 

Given enough web sites with which the user has registered, the number of entries in the 
user's email control center becomes too numerous to easily view in the screen display depicted 
in Fig. 6. The user is able to separate and categorize web sites according to user defined 
preference. At 610, the user is provided a pull down list with which to add or select one of a 
number of categories, e.g., merchants, news, business, or the like, so that only web sites for a 
particular category are displayed. 

ALTERNATIVES TO THE ABOVE EMBODIMENTS OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 
There are, of course, alternatives to the described embodiment which are within the reach 
of one of ordinary skill in the relevant art. The present invention is intended to be limited only 
by the claims presented below. 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

L A method for communicating with multiple web sites, comprising: 

a) generating a unique email address when registering with a particular one of the 
multiple web sites; 

b) receiving emails from the multiple web sites at an email control center; 

c) identifying and sorting the emails according to the web sites from which the 
emails were received; 

d) forwarding the emails on to a user's email account in accordance with instructions 
provided by the user to the email control center. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Accessing web sites on which the user has an account and providing notification of 
changes at the site, and improved electronic mail management is provided, allowing all email to 
be collected and forwarded firom a central site to other email addresses or allowing for the user to 
view the email at the central site. The user may assign individual email addresses to any number 
of uses, for example, an individual email address for use in communicating with a particular 
commercial web site. 
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Patent 



As a below named inventor, 1 hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below, next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first, and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an 
original, first, and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter 
which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

A WEB BASED EMAIL CONTROL CENTER 

the specification of which 

X is attached hereto. 

was filed on as 

United States Application Number 

or PCT International Application Number 

and was amended on . 

(if applicable) 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claim(s), as amended by any amendment referred to above. I 
do not know and do not believe that the claimed invention was ever known or used in the 
United States of America before my invention thereof, or patented or described in any 
printed publication in any country before my invention thereof or more than one year 
prior to this application, that the same was not in public use or on sale in the United States 
of America more than one year prior to this application, and that the invention has not 
been patented or made the subject of an inventor's certificate issued before the date of this 
application in any country foreign to the United States of America on an application filed 
by me or my legal representatives or assigns more than twelve months (for a utility 
patent application) or six months (for a design patent application) prior to this 
application. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me to be material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, Section 
119(a)-(d), of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed 
below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed: 
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Prior Foreign Applicationfs^ 



Priority 
Claimed 



(Number) 


(Country) 


(Day/MontliA'ear Filed) 


Yes 


No 


(Number) 


(Country) 


(Day/MonthA'ear Filed) 


Yes 


No 


(Number) 


(Country) 


(Day/MonthA'ear Filed) 


Yes 


No 



I hereby claim the benefit under title 35. United States Code, Section 119(e) of any United 
States provisional application(s) listed below: 



60/107.790 November 10. 1998 

(Application Number) Filing Date 



(Application Number) Filing Date 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, Section 120 of any United 
States application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims 
of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, Section 112, I 
acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me to be material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1.56 which 
became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT 
international filing date of this application: 



(Application Number) Filing Date (Status patented, 

pending, abandoned) 



(Application Number) Filing Date (Status - patented, 

pending, abandoned) 

1 hereby appoint the persons listed on Appendix A hereto (which is incorporated by 
reference and a part of this document) as my respective patent attorneys and patent 
agents, with full power of substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application and to 
transact ail business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected herewith. 

Send correspondence to Gregory P. Caldwell , BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, 
TAYLOR & 

(Name of Attorney or Agent) 
ZAFMAN LLP, 12400 Wilshire Boulevard 7th Floor, Los Angeles, California 
90025 and direct telephone calls to Gregory D. Caldwell (408) 
720-8598. 

(Name of Attorney or Agent) 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to 
be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent issued thereon. 

Full Name of Sole/First Inventor Mark E. Pennell 



Inventor's Signature Date. 

Residence Citizenship 



(City, State) (Country) 
Post Office Address 

Full Name of Second/Joint Inventor Aleksandar Sasa Zorovic 



Inventor's Signature Date. 

Residence , Citizenship 



(City, State) (Country) 
Post Office Address 

Full Name of Third/Joint Inventor Denis R. Coleman 



Inventor's Signature Date. 

Residence Citizenship 



(City, State) (Country) 
Post Office Address 

Full Name of Fourth/Joint Inventor 



Inventor's Signature Date. 

Residence Citizenship 



(City, State) (Country) 
Post Office Address 
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P44,976; Chun M. Ng, Reg. No. 36,878; Thien T. Nguyen, Reg. No. 43,835; Thinh V. Nguyen, Reg. No. 
42,034; Dennis A. NIcholls, Reg. No. 42,036; Kimberley G. Nobles, Reg. No. 38,255; Daniel E. 
Ovanezian, Reg. No. 41,236; Babak Redjaian, Reg. No. 42,096; William F. Ryann, Reg. 44,313; James 
H. Salter, Reg. No. 35,668; William W. Schaal, Reg. No. 39,018; James C. Scheller, Reg. No. 31,195; 
Jeffrey Sam Smith, Reg. No. 39,377; Maria McCormack Sobrino, Reg. No. 31,639; Stanley W. Sokoloff, 
Reg. No. 25,128; Judith A. Szepesi, Reg. No. 39,393; Vincent P. Tassinari, Reg. No. 42,179; Edwin H. 
Taylor, Reg. No. 25,129; John F. Travis, Reg. No. 43,203; George G. C. Tseng, Reg. No. 41,355; 
Joseph A. Twarowski, Reg. No. 42,191; Lester J. Vincent, Reg. No. 31,460; Glenn E. Von Tersch, Reg. 
No. 41,364; John Patrick Ward, Reg. No. 40,216; Charles T. J. Welgell, Reg. No. 43,398; Kirk D. 
Williams, Reg. No. 42,229; James M. Wu, Reg. No. P45,241; Steven D. Yates, Reg. No. 42,242; Ben J. 
Yorks, Reg. No. 33,609; and Norman Zafman, Reg. No. 26,250; my patent attorneys, and Andrew C. 
Chen, Reg. No. 43,544; Justin M. Dillon, Reg. No. 42,486; Paramita Ghosh, Reg. No. 42,806; and Sang 
Hui Kim, Reg. No. 40,450; my patent agents, of BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP, with 
offices located at 12400 Wilshire Boulevard, 7th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90025, telephone (310) 
207-3800, and James R. Thein, Reg. No. 31 ,710, my patent attorney. 
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APPENDIX B 



Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1 .56 
Duty to Disclose Information Material to Patentability 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, 
and the most effective patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the 
Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all information material to patentability. Each individual 
associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good faith in dealing 
with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclosure information exists with respect to 
each pending claim until the claim is cancelled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes 
abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a claim that is cancelled or withdrawn from 
consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any claim remaining 
under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the 
patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclosure all information known to be material to patentability 
is deemed to be satisfied if all information known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent 
was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§1.97(b)-(d) and 1 .98. 
However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was practiced 
or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office 
encourages applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) Prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) The closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a 
patent application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information 
contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to 
information already of record or being made or record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of 
unpatentability of a claim; or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is 
unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its 
broadest reasonable construction consistent with the specification, and before any consideration is given to 
evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the 
meaning of this section are: 

(1 ) Each inventor named in the application; 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the 
application and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an 
obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by 
disclosing information to the attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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